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Bery

By Wendy Williamson

The Yarra Valley Over-50s Friend-
ship Club held a very special cel-
chration on Monday 14 Auguost.

The oceasion was the 100th birth-
day of Beryl Medhurst, aithough the
sprightly Bervl insisted it was “just
another day”. As per wsual, she par-
ticipated in some games of indoor
curpet bowls, before tucking into
some hirthday cake.

Beryl, whoturned 100 on 12 Au-
gust, is a founding and very popu-
lar member of the club, which has
been going strong for 25 years at the
Coldstream Community Centre. She
attends regularly, travelling by taxi
from her Croydoen home.

Beryl attnbutes her robust health
to drinking nothing but hot water
and eating greens every day - of-
ten from the large vegic garden she
maintained for many years, and now
tended by her son, Les.

As well as a keen gurdener, Beryl
wits for muny years a dab hand n
the kitchen. She began cooking for
her family at 12 and went on o cook
professionally.

Her vanilla slices and sponges
were particularly popular, accord-
ing to Les, who has only recently
taken over the kitchen, now that his
maother's eyesight is failing.

Beryl has a large family, incled-
ing five great, great-grandchildren.
They came from all over Australia
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Even at 100 Beryl Medhurst s
still a keen bowler. 1717ea
Plcture: WENDY WILLIAMSON

for her weekend birthday celebra-
tions, Locul MPs and the Crovernor-
Creperal sent best wishes.

Born in Wangoratta, Beryl grew
up on a farm at Whitfield. It was
Kelly country, and Beryl's forebears
had connections to the famous bush-
ranger's gang. She recently contrib-
uted a chapter o a book about Ned
Kelly.

“Nuna s guite the celebrity,”
sapd Beryl's proud  grandduughier
Leanne fondly. “She 1s having her
portrait painted by some local high
school students, and she has an mnvi-
tation to attend Government House
in September o celebrate this year's
centenarians.”

100 candles

Beryl Medhurst celebrates her 100th birthday at the Yarra Valley Over 50s
Friendship Club.

Pets caught in crossfire in the break-up

By Wendy Williamson

Women and children flesing farmily vio-
lence will have some of their concems
about their pets allayed under o new pro-
gram being developed by Eastern Do-
mestic Violence Service (EDVOS).

The program is called “A Place for
Indi’ after a dog named Indi who needed
to find a new home after her owner fled
to a refuge.

Research shows that 53 per cent of
women in vielent relationships who have
pets reported their pets had also been
abused or threatened.

Consequently, the presence of a pet

Cin compromise & woman's decision 1o
leave a violent situation for fear of what
maty happen to her four-legeed friend,

“Pets  play an  important  role
within families, with their welfare often
being of prime importance for women
and children facing family viclence and
making decisions to try and leave,” ED-
YOS executive director Jenny Jackson
said.

“Many women delay such decisions
due to concerns about the fate of their
pets and the lack of opportumity to take
their pets with them.”

Now, in recognition of the signifi-
cance of pets in family violence situa-

Time to have their say for

The State Govermment is encouraging
residents of Yara Ranges to have their
say as community consultation kicks off
in the lead-up to the first Eastern Begion
Assembly on 31 August.

The assembly will give an opportu-
nity for local people to talk directly to
decision makers about the future needs
of Yarra Ranges Shire.

Minister for Suburban Development
Lily [¥ Ambrosio said 11 was important
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for local people to come together as a
community and advise the government
on priorities and opportunities in their
Jocal commumnity.

“Our suburbs are growing, wnd it's vi-
tal that community groups and all kevels
of government are nvolved in keeping
our city liveable and sustainable” she

The Metropolitan Partnership will
help ensure that all Yarra Ranges resi-

your animals.

on Farm Assessment; esp Suce
Measure & Quote ONLY $1699

Our sheep panels are versatile,
durable and ideal for those times
when you need to safely handle

Panels can be used as a portable
panel or can be made permanent.
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tion, EDVOS has established A Place
for Indi.’

“There are very few women's ref-
uges in Austraha which accommodate
amimals,” expluined Ms Jackson. “Under
‘A Place for Indi' we are working with a
refuge in this region which has a strong
interest in being able to accept small ani-
mals. 1t will be one of the first in Victo-
ria. [t's very exciting.”

The new program will also expand
the skills and capacity of the EDVDS
workforce so that staff members know to
ask guestions and give women options if
they are concerned about family pets.

“A Place for Ind: is an expansion of

the Pets in Peril program, where EDVDS
worked with animal shelters to provide
crisis accommadation for pets. This is
still one option,” Ms Jackson suid.

“The take-home message is that if
women are thinking about leaving and
have issuves around their pets, they can
ring us and we'll help them with a range
of options.”

Women who are at immediate risk
should call police on triple-zero. Other-
wite, the 24-hour crisis number for the
Safe Steps Family Violence Response
Centre is 1800 015 188, EDVOS hours
are Monday to Friday %am to Epm and
Suturday 9am to Spm. Phone 92359 4200

Eastern Region Assembly

dents  have rnelable and  affordable
access to jobs, services and infrastruc-
tore.

Following the Assembly, The Parner-
ship will then advise govemment on ac-
t2ons that can make a real difference to the
liveability of the Yarma Ranges, and other
government ancas including Maroondah
and Knox.

Eustern Partnership chair Robin Whyte
wants evervone from the Bastern Region to

Sheep Panels

Presmium 2.0m

ONLY $96

ONLY $112

Brazzen 3.0m

ONLY $101

enguge in the assembly,

“l encourage everyone living  and
working in the Eastern Region to take
the opportunity to engage with this pro-
cess and join the discussion,” Ms Whiyte
sand.

To register interest in attending, or
join the conversation online, visit hitps-1
enguge. vic. gov.au/casterm-metropolitan-
partnership .

T| 1300 87

ONLY $2039
Sheep Gate

Premium 2.1m

ONLY $275
ONLY $330

ONLY $169

Horse stuck
in float

A horse stuck in a float was part
of an ongping rescue misston n
Cruyere on Sunday 20 August,

The CFA received a call
around 10.20am Sunday mom-
g to attend to an unusual inci-
dent on Victoria Road.

CFA fire services controller
Cilenn Thompson sad the horse
put it lep through the floor of
the float and got caught in some
steel work.

“We used specialist har-
ness and  lifting  equipment
from Macclesfield to rescue the
horse,” Mr Thompson said.

“We'll support the borse, lift
it and then cut the steel away
from the horse™s foor™

There were a total of five
trucks at the scene including
one vit and there was also a
rescue appliance from Wandin,

The float was packed with
hay when the horse gol stuck,
and the owner Ms Ladanyi,
stated on Facebook that her
horse jumped over the tailgate
at the back and got its legs
caught inside just after 10am.

“My pony jumped 1.75m
tor et in over the tailgate. For
hay! He 15 & very lucky bow”
said Ms Ladanyi on a Facebook
post, thanking the Seville Fire
Brigade.

The horse had to be sedated
and CFA crews used the Jaws
of Life before it was eventoally
freed from the float.

While the horse had no ma-
jor injunies it did have a large
gash on its hind leg which 15
now being treated.

In ber Facchook post,
Ladanyi was incredibly thank-
ful for the support of the Wan-
din, Macclesficld and Seville
CEA brigades, her friends und
local vet

Missing teen
Police are appealing for public
assistance to help locate miss-
ing teenager Myrah Fitzperald.

The 15-year-obd - was  last
seen on Thursday, 10 August,
about 1 pm at Yarraman railway
station in Nuble Park.

Myrah 15 described as be-
ing about 155cm tall, with a
thin build, hazel eyes and dark
brown hair,

She wus last seen wear-
g blue acid-washed jeans, a
tie-dye T-shirt, blue and white
Nike runners and & white cap.

[nvestigators believe she fre-
quents the Mount Evelyn and
Frankston CBLD arcas,

Anyone who sights Myrah
is urged to contact Morningion
police station on 5970 4500.
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