
HOW TO USE THIS CHECKLISTABOUT THIS CHECKLIST
Use this checklist to select photos and
images that challenge gender stereotypes. 
Stereotypes, such as "all girls like dolls" or
"all boys like trucks," can shape children's
development, self-perception, and
interactions with others. 

This tool is ideal for creating inclusive
resources like websites, brochures, posters,
and flyers.

Complete the checklist by ticking ‘yes’ or
‘no’ for each question.

1.

If a question doesn’t apply, mark it as
‘N/A.’

2.

A suitable image will have more ‘yes’ ticks
than ‘no’ ticks. If an image has more than
two ‘no’ ticks, it’s not appropriate.

3.

If you need help deciding, contact Level
Playground.

4.

Roles/Activity

Does the image challenge gender roles?
Is it clear that children are not restricted to
traditionally 'feminine’ and ‘masculine’ activities and
interests?
I.e. Girls playing with trucks, boys playing with dolls. 

ACTIVITY                                                                                            YES      NO         COMMENTS 

Roles/Activity

Do colours challenge gender stereotypes?
I.e. Are girls dressed in colours other than pink, are
boys dressed in colours other than blue?

COLOURS                                                                                                               YES       NO           COMMENTS 

Roles/Activity
Is diversity represented in the image?

cultural background
family types
ability/disability
age ranges
body shapes and sizes

DIVERSITY                                                                                                            YES      NO             COMMENTS 

Roles/Activity

Are all genders equally distributed across the fore
and background?
I.e. Are girls included in the foreground or are only
boys up front?

COMPOSITION (FRAMING)                                                                            YES      NO         COMMENTS 

INCLUSIVE IMAGE SELECTION
CHECK LIST

contact@levelplayground.org.au
@level.playgroundFVREE.ORG.AU/

LEVELPLAYGROUND @level-playground

Aim to choose images with mostly 'yes' ticks. If an image gets a 'no’,
consider adding others to ensure the final resource covers this
important criterion.
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CHECK LIST

INCLUSIVE IMAGE SELECTION

If you can’t find the image you need,
consider creating your own—good quality
photos can easily be taken with a
smartphone.
Searching for the right image can feel
overwhelming, so try using keywords that
promote gender equity, like ‘active girls,’
‘girls climbing,’ ‘boys dancing,’ ‘boys
singing,’ or ‘children playing together.’

If suitable, explore the Lean In Collection by
LeanIn.Org and Getty Images—a library of
creative images showcasing diverse
women, families, and men as caretakers
and earners. Updated monthly, these
images aim to shift perceptions and
promote authenticity in media. Access the
collection here: https://leanin.org/getty.

TIPS
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EXAMPLES OF POSITIVE IMAGES
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